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BOARD OF REGENTS 


The Board of Regents of the National Library of Medicine 
met at the Stone House, National Institutes of Health, Beth- 
esda, Maryland, on April 11, 1960. Dr. Michael E. DeBakey 
presided; Dr. Theodore R. Van Dellen was welcomed as a new 
member of the Board. Twelve members of the Board were pres- 
ent; Dr. Ernest M. Allen of NIH and Mr. Arthur P. Miller of 
the Bureau of State Services, PHS, were present as observers 

The Board observed a demonstration of a working model of 
the mobile camera designed for use in the stack areas of the 
new library building; it considered a report on automatic 
data processing in the Library, presented by the NLM Direc- 
tor, and examined proposals for the NLM budget for FY 1962. 
Before adjournment Dr. William B. Bean was elected to suc- 
eed to the chairmanship of the Board upon the expiration of 
Dr. DeBakey's term in August 1960. Dr. Burney, Surgeon Gen- 
eral of the Public Health Service, lauded the service of Dr. 
DeBakey, Dr. Thomas Francis,Jr., and Dr. Ernest H. Volwiler, 
he retiring members of the Board. 

After the meeting the members adjourned to the site of 
he new NLM building nearby and inspected the construction 
ork in progress. 


FY 1961 BUDGET 


The National Library of Medicine's proposed budget re- 
uest for Fiscal Year 1961 of $1,662,000 has been allowed by 
he House of Representatives. The request was presented to 
he Senate Appropriations Subcommittee (Senator Lister Hill, 
hairman) on April 12. 


BILLINGS ON THE CENSUS 


On May 14, 1889, John Shaw Billings wrote to the Honor- 
ble Robert P. Porter, Superintendent of the Eleventh Census: 

"I have given careful consideration to the question 

of the advisability of using in the large cities 
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preliminary schedules for collecting the data of 
population. ... I would advise that this method 
be tried in, at least, half a dozen cities. ... It 
appears to me that this should involve no extra 
cost, since the trouble ... is more than counter- 
balanced by the fact that [the enumerators] find 
the greater part of their data already written up 
for them and do not have to stop and write it up 
with their own hands. I feel sure that this method 
of taking the census conduces to much greater ac- 
curacy in the individual data and, especially, in 
getting data of ages of the population. ... If, 
upon consideration, you care to go into this ques- 
tion, I shall be happy to show you the schedule 
forms above referred to." 


RECENT PUBLICATION 


Mettler, Fred A. The medical source book; a reference hand- 
book for legal, legislative, and administrative personnel. 
Boston, Little, Brown & Company [cl1959]. lxviii, 1,000 p. 
$25. 


There have been many attempts recently to present scien- 
tific facts to non-scientists. Dr. Mettler's work attempts 
to explain medicine by describing the human body from the 
anatomical viewpoint primarily, with some discussion of phy- 
siology, as well as diagnosis and treatment of disorders. 
Useful as is this main portion of the work, perhaps it is 
the book's preliminary chapters, its last chapter, appendix, 
and index which will become most useful in the long run. 

The work begins with a discursive introduction, giving 
the philosophic background for the practice of medicine. The 
first chapter contains a potpourri of terminology, hints on 
using a medical library, a discussion of the nature of heal- 
ing, sections on the effects of trauma, on personality dis- 
orders, malpractice, diagnosis, and other diversities. The 
final chapter of the book discusses the most common causes 
of the most common complaints, while the appendix presents 
another varied menu under the title "A Guide to the Activi- 
ties, Personnel, Literature, and Societies in the Basic Sci- 
ences and Clinical Fields of Medicine." The Last hundred 
pages of the appendix, entitled "The Fields of Medicine," 
list clinical specialties alphabetically, furnish names and 
addresses of principal American organizations interested in 
each field, some periodicals devoted to them, and a few re- 
cent English-language books dealing with these subjects. 
Numerous cross-references are furnished throughout this por- 
tion of the work. 
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This is not a book designed for light reading, either 
physically (1,000 pages) or intellectually. Although it may 
never be read from cover to cover, it will undoubtedly be a 
very useful encyclopedia for medical librarians as well as 
for the legal profession; it is a true "source book” leading 
to further fonts of information. 


FIRST TRANSLATION UNDER PUBLIC LAW 480 RECEIVED 


In the April issue of the NEWS the NLM contribution to 
the program of translating, abstracting, and disseminating 
of certain segments of foreign medical literature under the 
Agricultural Trade Development and Assistance Act (Pub lic 
Law 480, Section 104(k)) was described. Early in April the 
first copy of the first book translated in this program was 
received. This volume, M.S. Mitskevich's Glands of internal 
secretion in the embryonic development of birds and mammals, 
was published originally in 1957 by the Institute of Animal 
Morphology of the Academy of Sciences of the U.S.S.R. The 
translation was made and published by the Israel Program for 
Scientific Translations under contract with the National 
Science Foundation and the Department of Health, Education, 
and Welfare. The photo-offset work contains 304 pages, the 
last 40 of which are an extensive bibliography of Russian 
and “foreign” sources. 

The work is essentially a review of the world litera- 














* ture on endocrinological questions connected with aging, in 


an attempt to clarify the role of the glands of internal se- 
cretion in the developmental processes of higher vertebrates 
The main emphasis has been placed, therefore, on the thyroid 
and the hypophysis. The nervous regulation of embryonic en- 
docrine secretions and its significance in the hormonal re- 
lation of mother and fetus is also stressed. 

A selected group of some 400 medical libraries in the 
United States will receive free copies of this translation 


_ within the next month. Copies of this work may also be pur- 


chased from the Office of Technical Services, Department of 


Commerce, Washington 25, D. C. The price for the purchased 
copies has not yet been established, but it will probably be 
in the neighborhood of $6. Libraries and individuals out- 


side the United States may purchase copies from the Israel 
Program for Scientific Translations. 


SCIENTIFIC MANAGEMENT 


A recent NLM internal report gives the information that 
its History of Medicine Division's new "subject catalog now 


/contains five cards; this is an increase of 400 per cent" 


) Over the previous month. 






































4 
a 


HARRY M. LYDENBERG, 1874-1960 


The lifetime dedication of Harry Miller Lydenberg to the 
New York Public Library will be gratefully remembered by li- 
brarians everywhere and by those whom they serve. In 194] 
Dr. Lydenberg retired from his position as director; in the 
years of so-called leisure which followed he continued to be 
fully active in the cause of libraries, serving as director 
of the Biblioteca Benjamin Franklin in Mexico City in 194l- 
1943, as a member of the Library of Congress Mission to Ger- 
many in 1946 and in an advisory capacity to numerous boards, 
committees, and individuals. He died on April 16, 1960, at 
Westerville, Ohio, where he and his wife, Madeliene Rogers 
Day Lydenberg, had made their home since 1956. Mrs. Lyden- 
berg also had served the New York Public Library formally 
before their marriage and assisted her husband there unoffi- 
cially ever after. 

Dr. Lydenberg had through John Shaw Billings very spe- 
cial relations with the National Library of Medicine. Asa 
page at the Dayton Public Library he had supplied the mother 
of Billings with books. In 1896, having read as a Junior at 
Harvard of the movement in New York to form a central, con- 
solidated library, he wrote to John Shaw Billings and re- 
ceived in answer an invitation to come to the Lenox Branch 
at a salary of $50 a month. From then until March 3, 1913, 
when Billings shook his hand and went on the last visit to 
the hospital, they met in daily and close relations; Bill- 
ings may indeed be said to have given him his library train- § 
ing. 

Dr. Lydenberg's admiration for his mentor's abilities § 
shines forth from the pages of his History of the New York 
Public Library (1923), his Life of John Shaw Billings (1924) : 
and his tribute at the memorial meeting at the Johns Hopkins © 
on the centenary of Billings’ birth (Bull. Hist. Med., 1938, § 
6, 377-86). It was an admiration richly commingled with af- § 
fection and with appreciation of the kindnesses which Bill: j 
ings and his wife had showed to both Dr. and Mrs. Lydenberg. 

The kindnesses have been reciprocated in a special sent | 
by the generosity with which, in the last few years, the Ly-# 
denbergs have drawn upon their memories of Billings for the? 
projected History of the National Library of Medicine. They{ 
have been unfailingly gracious and hospitable, and the Li- 
brary is deeply indebted to them. To Dr. Lydenberg can nw} 
be applied the words which he himself, eyes filling, pro- | 
nounced of Billings: “He was a great man." His work will 7 
remain. 
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Use of funds for printing this publication approved by the Director 
of the Bureau of the Budget, February 26, 1960 











